FREUD  AND  HIS  FOLLOWERS
beings strives against them* The strongest forces of
our egos resisted these truths because they were
repugnant to our education and our accustomed
views, convictions, and ideals. His was a hero's life,
and the victories he won were no less glorious than
the more clamorous triumphs of war. His achieve-
ments called for courage as high as that of the
legendary knights who fought giants and fabulous
beasts.
Nowadays it is fashionable to contrast the attitude
of a closed circle of psycho-analysts who keep
stubbornly to their strict, limited viewpoint with
that of a wider group of intellectuals. These, it is
said, take a far more independent view of psycho-
analysis and see in it broader perspectives. The
members of this latter group, of course, are deeply
interested in Freud's life work and fully esteem it;
but naturally their point of vantage is far loftier
than could possibly be attained by any " clique
analyst," as they term the Freud follower. Naturally,
from so high a point of vantage it is easy to survey
Freud's path and to be full of esteem and apprecia-
tion. That is easier than to follow after Freud. A
writer, commenting on a group of Beethoven
biographies, once said, u Anyone can babble,
* Through the night to the light.' "
Those of us who with proud modesty call ourselves
students of Freud believe that we understand the
implications of psycho-analysis better than others,
not because we have been closer to Freud, but
because we have devoted the best part of our owii
lives to the same laborious task. Freud's untiring
struggle both to acquire and to apply each new bit
of knowledge was a titan's labour, and those of us
who worked beside him and with him can estimate
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